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The Kurokawa Bunko Collection, Possessed
by the Kyo-U Library of the Takeda Science Foundation

Sumi YOSHIKAWA

Tokyo

The Kurokawa Bunko is a collection of three generations of scholars of Kokugaku (Japanese classical
literature and culture); Harumura, Mayori and Mamichi Kurokawa, from the late Edo period to the Taisho
period. It included over 80,000 systematically classified books in three dedicated storehouses, but two-
thirds of them were destroyed in the Great Kanto Earthquake (1923) and subsequently dispersed. Soon
after the earthquake, most of the “Honzo” category of the collection was purchased by Koson (Sashichi)
Hayakawa, (Sakd Shooku), which was then purchased by Chobei Takeda, a founder of the Kyo-U Library,
in the early Showa period. As a result, the library holds the “Honzo” category of the Kurokawa collection;
however, no particular attention has been paid to this distinctive collection. I identified books equivalent
to 182 titles formerly owned by Kurokawa, and created a catalog (Nihon Ishigaku Zasshi 2023; 69(3):
316-336).

This paper examines the relationship between the works of the Kurokawa family and the collection, as
well as the characteristics inherent in the “Honzo” category. This category mainly comprises studies on
medicinal materials, botany, natural history, agriculture, and regional specialty products and crafts. A
notable aspect of this collection is in regard to its holding representative medical and herbal books from
the medieval period in Japan, together with collated manuscripts and publications by scholars of the late
Edo period. Furthermore, there are unique monographs and compilations where etymological research,
comparative terminology, and other philological studies on names and provenance are applied, besides
pictorial books and rare natural history compilations associated with waka poems.

Key words: book collection by scholars of Japanese literature and culture, classical medicinal books,
philology, herbs, natural history



