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Doctors and the Blind in Medical Care of the Castle Town
of Nakatsu in the Late Edo Period

Yuki NAKAMURA

Graduate School of Integrated Sciences for Global Society, Kyushu University

In this paper, the author will analyze the relation between town doctors and blind people in the
domain of Nakatsu in the late Edo period, focusing on the castle town of Nakatsu. Through this analysis,
the paper will show how blind people took part in medical care in the society of Nakatsu. At first, the
domain of Nakatsu attempted to grasp who belonged to the castle town of Nakatsu by having people
who did acupuncture treatment or anma massage as a family business and blind people registered with
“Shinzidoinnonakama.” In addition, the domain of Nakatsu restricted the people who could do
acupuncture treatment or anma massage as a side job. As a result, it led the domain to grasp the dis-
tinction between the blind people who belonged to Todoza and those whose status was not clear.
Later, “Shinzidoinnonakama” became “Shinzinakama” through “Shininakama” as a substructure of
“Ishinakama,” which was the group of town doctors in Nakatsu. In this situation, the blind people who
participated in medical care in the society of Nakatsu had a choice of belonging to Todoza according
to shogunate government. Some blind people became town doctors according to the judgement by
“Ishinakama” and got stable positions as doctors in the society. This shows the difficulty of having
oppositions or regulations between some social groups when the people who took part in the medical care
system in the city belonged to different groups.

Key words: blind people, medicine, doctors, Todoza, “Ishinakama”



