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On the Failure and Legacy of A. R. Simpson
in the History of Caesarean Section

Hikoaki TAMAI

Nanno Ladies Clinic

The second half of the 19th century was a time of drastic change in Europe, not only in medicine as a
whole, but also in obstetrics and gynecology, especially in the field of Caesarean section. There are only
a few names that appear in the basic sources dealing with the history of Caesarean section, but there are
countless others that have since disappeared into the great waves of the history of medicine. Professor
A.R. Simpson of Edinburgh, previously known as a world authority on the forceps delivery, probably
belongs to the latter. This paper is an attempt to highlight one of the significant turning points in the his-
tory of Caesarean section, using Simpson’s records with regard to the Porro’s operation, a modification
of the old Caesarean operation, as a subject. We will revive and reexamine a certain peculiar method of
obstetric treatment that has disappeared in contrast to the development of the Caesarean section, which
has surpassed the conventional methods one after another and transformed into the most powerful method
of obstetric treatment.

Key words: Caesarean section, A. R.Simpson, Porro’s operation, Craniotomy, Basilyst



