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Military Research by Japanese Hygienists
during World War I:
Focusing on Shozo Toda’s Study in Europe

Keiko SUENAGA

Fukushima Medical University

This study examines the impact of World War I on the medical profession by focusing on Shozo Toda,
a hygienist who endured World War I while studying in Europe, and by bringing to light his research
environment, personal interactions, and research content. At the Doyen Institute in France, where re-
searchers conducted military research, he worked on a method of chlorine disinfection of water and
sewage with the application for the French army in mind. He declared his military hygiene research to
be a “living science” and he found positive significance in engaging in practical research for military
purposes. These experiences may have influenced Toda’s ideological formation, as he later led the mobi-
lization of medical personnel in the Asia Pacific War.

Key words: World War I, Shozo Toda, Doyen Institute, military research, war mobilization



