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The Mystery of the Iwanagas, the Surgeon Family That
Taught Seishu Hanaoka and His Father Naomichi

Shu IMAI

Imai Orthopedic Surgery

Seishu Hanaoka studied surgery under Dr. Iwanaga in Kyoto, while his father Naomichi did so under
Bangen Iwanaga in Osaka. Bangen and his younger brother Gensho Iwanaga came Nagasaki to Osaka in
the middle of the Edo period. Although the Iwanagas in Osaka and Kyoto were known as a surgeon family
that had adopted Western medicine, the so-called “Oranda-Geka” in the Edo period, the family record
was unclear. Therefore, I consulted the obituary records of both-Bangen’s and Gensho’s families in
Osaka and clarified the genealogy. I was able to confirm that one of Bargen’s children had taught
Naomichi. Furthermore, I researched the “Oranda-Ryu Keifu”, written by Ryukyo, Gensho’s third son
and found that the Iwanagas trained at the Narabayashi school taught by the Dutch surgeon Daniel Busch.
Even though I presumed that the Dr. Iwanaga in Kyoto was either Samon or Sadakichi who had been
known as a skillful surgeon in Kyoto, this mystery has not been solved. The ancestry of the Iwanaga clan is
unclear, and it is also possible that he was Soko Iwanaga, who studied under Gensho Mukai in Nagasaki.
These are my thoughts.

Key words: Seishu Hanaoka, Bangen Iwanaga, Gensho Iwanaga, Soko Iwanaga, Oranda-Geka



