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On Conceptual Changes Regarding Diseases
in Ancient Greece and Rome

Masayuki FUKUSHIMA

PhD Student (Classics), University of Edinburgh

This paper deals with the nosology in ancient medical texts, mainly concentrating on the classification
of acute and chronic diseases, and demonstrates the origins of these categories and later receptions.
Although a rudimentary classification of diseases can be found in the Hippocratic Corpus, it was not
until Anonymus Parisinus and Aretaeus in the Roman period that the concept was clearly divided. How-
ever, the distinction between acute and chronic diseases was not explicit at that early stage, and there
was some confusion about fevers, primarily due to the introduction of the new concept of locus affectus
(the affected part of the body). The analysis also reveals that Galen’s classification of fevers was based
on a framework that differed from the traditional nosology.

Key words: Corpus Hippocraticum, Galen, Acute and chronic diseases, Locus affectus, Fever



