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On the Newly-Found Kagawa-Style Shitai-hanrei-hassoku:
A Supplement to “A Study on Seishu Hanaoka’s
Sankasagen and Its Contents”

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

In his manuscript Sankasagen, Seishu Hanaoka commented on Gen-etsu Kagawa’s eight clauses of
fetal death. Some points were vague, however, and until now it was unclear if Hanaoka correctly under-
stood how to diagnose them. In January, 2021, Dr. Naoki Niitsu of Kofu reviewed my article on Sankasagen
that appeared in the December issue of the J. Jap Soc. His. Med. (2020; 66: 359-374), and offered me a
single leaf document for further study. The document, Shitai-hanrei-hassoku, was given by Mankyo
Kagawa (son of Gen-etsu Kagawa) to Genchu Niitsu when he completed his obstetric training under
Mankyo in 1787. It describes a guideline for diagnosing fetal death, consisting of eight clauses, making
up for the inadequate description in Sankasagen. Very similar eight clauses are found in several manu-
scripts by Mankyo Kagawa. This is useful for the historical study of Kagawa-style obstetrics.

Key words: Seishu Hanaoka, Sankasagen, Gen-etsu Kagawa, Sanron, Shitai-hanrei-hassoku



