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Medical School and Medicinal-Herb Garden Established
by the Kumamoto Domain:
Based on the Herbalism Workshops Held
by Chinju Murai (Kinzan)

Noriko MATSUZAKI

Kumamoto University Medical Alumni Association YUKYOKAI

In 1796, the Kumamoto Domain established a medical school and a medicinal-herb garden. In
the medical school, the parent organization of which was a private school run by medical practitioner
Kenboku Murai, Kenboku’s eldest child Chinju (pseudonym: Kinzan) devoted himself to improving the
quality of education. Chinju incorporated what he had studied under Todo Yoshimasu in Kyoto into the
medical education offered by the Kumamoto Domain. He also provided students with the opportunity to
learn about medicinal herbs and plants by holding workshops under the guidance of Kyokuzan Toda, a
Osaka-based herbalism scholar who worked with Gennai Hiraga, and Ransui Tamura (who later became
a medical officer of the Edo Shogunate), in Edo and Osaka. Kenboku nurtured Mr. Fujii, who was one of
his disciples and took care of the medicinal-herb garden, as an expert of herbalism. Thereafter, Mr. Fujii
taught courses in pharmacognosy at the medical school. Dedicated efforts by Chinju to enhance the qual-
ity of medical education, following the policy of his father Kenboku, eventually made the Kumamoto
Domain’s medical school one of the most renowned medical schools specializing in herbal medicine

(Kampo) during the Edo period.

Key words: Chinju Murai (pseudonym: Kinzan), medical school, medicinal-herb garden,

Kyokuzan Toda, Gennai Hiraga



