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Manuscript Annotations in the Kaitai Shinsho
at Kyurido School

Hiroshi MURAMATSU

(Former) Fujitsu Laboratories Ltd.

In this paper, 16 sets of Kaitai Shinsho related to Kyurido were investigated. Kyurido was a private
medical school in Kydto, established by Genshun Koishi (1743-1808). In his classes, he used Kaitai
Shinsho as a textbook. The 16 sets also include a copy acquired from a second-hand bookstore in 1935
by Yoshida. There are many copied manuscript annotations in the 16 sets. The printing time of 16 sets
was estimated by comparing with images of 46 sets of Kaitai Shinsho which were accessible online. As
aresult of analyzing the details of annotation copying, the time when annotations were first written down
could be classified into five distint periods. In the earliest period, many Chinese books were quoted, but
in the period when Genshun gave lectures at Kyurido, many errors in the signs in figures were pointed
out, and Kaitai Shinsho were examined in detail. After Genshun’s death, the number of references and
citations to the original Dutch book of Kaitai Shinsho and other Dutch medical books increased. In other
words, it is recognized that the understanding of Kaitai Shinsho in Kyurido gradually deepened over a
long period of time. An interesting annotation is that it points out the need for tools to measure organ size
and weight, which indicates that Genshun was reading Kaitai Shinsho critically.

Key words: Kaitai Shinsho, Koishi Genshun, Kyurido, annotation, Yoshida copy



