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Research on Smallpox Vaccination in the Meiji Era:
Shuto-Sekizen-sha, Which Complemented
Tokyo’s Vaccination Efforts and Shuto-Kanzen-sha,
Which Was in Conflict with Okayama’s Efforts

Noriaki MATSUMURA

Department of Nursing, Faculty of Human Care, Teikyo Heisei University /
Department of Medical History, Juntendo University Graduate School of Medicine

“Shutokan-Kisoku (Regulations of the Institute of Smallpox Vaccination)” (1870) indicates the govern-
ment’s policy of controlling the qualifications and places of administering smallpox vaccination. On the
other hand, in the following year’s “Shutokyoku-Kisoku (Regulations of the Bureau of Smallpox Vaccina-
tion)” (1871), the controls were relaxed, and the mastering of vaccination skills and the administering
vaccinations at home were permitted. This was a major policy shift by the Meiji government. By examin-
ing the related materials of Namba Ryugen and Ohno Shosai and the activities of Shuto-Sekizen-sha in
Tokyo and Shuto-Kanzen-sha in Okayama, it became clear that the conventional system of smallpox
vaccination that had been used since the Edo period played an important role at least until around 1882.

Key words: Smallpox Vaccination in the Meiji Era, Shuto-Sekizen-sha, Ohno Shosai, Shuto-Kanzen-sha,

Namba Ryugen



