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History of Epidemics in Kai Province
during the Sengoku Period:
A Study of 111 Years Indicated in 4 Annals Comprised of
Katsuyamaki (J511UE2), Enzan Kogakuzenanshonenndaiki

(HE 1L R ERE /NEACED), Odaiki (FARED),
and Koyonikki (FF 85 H &2)

Masakazu YOSHIOKA

Yoshioka Iin

There are 4 annals in the Kai Province. When studying epidemic diseases, I found 25 years’ worth of
records indicating 30 cases of epidemics with massive amounts of victims during the 111 years (espe-
cially during the Sengoku Period). There were 5 cases of smallpox epidemic and 1 case of an epidemic
brought about by a combination of smallpox and measles. It has been said that the Kanji lettering for
measles “JRIZ" was first used in 1513, but this is incorrect, as this has been found to have been rewritten
at a later date. In 1513, there is a record of a disease that seems to have been syphilis, and this has been
thought of as the second oldest recorded case of syphilis in Japan. In addition, although its validity is in
question, there seems to be a record of dogs and foxes infected with rabies in 1476 and 1503.

Key words: History of Epidemics in Kai Province, Sengoku Period, Measles, Syphilis, Rabies



