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A Study on Seishu Hanaoka’s Sankasagen
and Its Contents

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

Sankasagen is an obstetric textbook edited by Seishu Hanaoka. It is considered one of Hanaoka’s most
important writings, and previous studies did not clarify its detailed contents. I have meticulously investi-
gated twenty copied manuscripts of Sankasagen and found that Hanaoka focused his descriptions on how
to use herbal prescriptions before and after parturition. Accordingly, it is not a conventional textbook, but
is a collection of about 140 herbal prescriptions in obstetrics. Hanaoka edited it to rectify Gen-etsu
Kagawa’s inadequate use of herbal prescriptions in his textbook Sanron (1765). I have also found that the
earliest manuscript was copied in 1824. I could not find any remarkable differences among these twenty
manuscripts in the contents except for two copies, which lack the latter half of the contents. The date of
the original manuscript, an important issue, remains unknown.

Key words: Seishu Hanaoka, Sankasagen, Gen-etsu Kagawa, Sanron, herbal prescriptions



