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Denryo Hirota’s Kenbunroku and Medical Care
at Shunrinken in the Early 1820s

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

In 1819, Denryo Hirota (1797—-1843) of the Chikuzen domain (present-day Fukuoka prefecture)
entered Shunrinken, Seishu Hanaoka’s private medical school. Since Hirota was academically talented,
Hanaoka asked him to edit more than a thousand extra-traditional herbal prescriptions that he had col-
lected. Hirota finished the seven-volume compilation Zokukinporoku in 1821. From 1822 to 1824, during
his enrollment at the school, Hirota recorded his clinical experiences in a document entitled Kenbunroku.
Previously, its contents were unknown, but [ found a copy of the 120-page manuscript at the Tokyo
Medical University Library. It is the only extant manuscript in Japan. Kenbunroku describes the medical
practices at Shunrinken—the surgical operations, the educational system, the house calls—in the 1820s,
when patients were traveling from as far away as western Japan. It also discusses the prevalence of
epidemics at the time. Kenbunroku is important because it is one of the few documents written by a
Shunrinken student. It compensates for the paucity of information on Hanaoka; most of what we know
about him comes from the oral instructions he dictated to his students.

Key words: Denryo Hirota, Seishu Hanaoka, Shunrinken, Kenbunroku, 1820s Zokukinporoku



