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A Bibliographical Study on Gansanbenran Compiled
by Seishu Hanaoka,
With Special Reference to the First Compilation Year

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

At the beginning of Seishu Hanaoka’s visit to Kyoto in a period between 1782 and 1785, he studied
liberal arts under Ran-en Suzuki, a physician who was also a player of a zither-like Japanese musical
instrument. The transcription by Seishu and others of Ran-en’s lectures on Chinese melody tells that
another of Seishu’s names was 7ai, with a pseudonym of Genshu. Therefore, a manuscript titled
Gansanbenran, compiled by Tai Hanaoka, (not by his own hand) clearly indicates that the manuscript
appeared during 1782 and 1784, considering the circumstances of Seishu’s study of herbal medicine and
surgery in Kyoto. The manuscript was most likely written responding to his friend Shutei Nakagawa’s
request. It describes 31 extra-traditional herbal prescriptions, including Todo Yoshimasu’s Juniritsuho,
meaning twelve pills and powders, and it has Seishu’s annotations. Although Gansanbenran was con-
sidered to have been compiled in 1790, its first appearance year should be corrected as being 17824,
according to the newly-found manuscript compiled by 7ai Hanaoka.

Key words: Seishu Hanaoka, Tai Hanaoka, Genshu Hanaoka, Gansanbenran, the first appearance year



