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Tuberculin Clinical Trials in Imperial Japan 1890—-1891:
Verification of the Official Reports

Miyoko TSUKISAWA

Juntendo University / M-Study Room for the History of Medicine and Science

In 1890, Robert Koch announced the discovery of an anti-tuberculosis agent, tuberculin. In March of
1891, this drug arrived in Japan from Germany. However, at that time, neither the assessment of the
effectiveness nor the toxicity of the drug had yet been confirmed by European medical researchers. The
Government of Imperial Japan decided to enforce a special law for the treatment of this drug and, prior
to the proclamation of this law, the Government appointed medical doctors of the Institute of Hygienic
Sciences of the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Imperial University to take charge of the verification
tests on experimental animals and hospitalized patients, respectively. The author analyzed and verified
the official reports from these doctors, focusing on the following five points: 1) What was the legal basis
of the verification tests? 2) What were the end points of the verification tests? 3) What were the results
of these verification tests? 4) How were the results of these verification tests publicly announced?
5) Finally, the author analyzed in detail the official report from Dr. Scriba, the authority behind the offi-
cially announced view concerning the effectiveness of tuberculin, and verified the ambiguity and the
uncertainty resulting from the announcement of Dr. Scriba’s test report.

Key words: tuberculin clinical trials, assessment of effectiveness, Imperial Japan,
Institute of Hygienic Sciences of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Imperial University



