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Process by which Japanese Red Cross Nurses Dispatched
to Burma were Demobilized following Japan’s Defeat
in World War II

Yukari KAWAHARA, R.N., PH.N., Ph.D.

Japanese Red Cross College of Nursing

This study aimed to clarify the process by which Japanese Red Cross nurses who had been dispatched
to Burma were demobilized following Japan’s defeat in World War I1. Nurses who had worked tirelessly
on the frontlines and believed Japan would be victorious were stunned by the defeat. Consequently, they
experienced unforeseeable anxiety, deterioration of discipline, confusion, fear, and humiliation. Under
the command of the Allied Forces, they were treated as medical personnel who must be protected and
were exclusively assigned to medical duties under the Geneva Convention. The nurses understood that
they were not prisoners of war and collected themselves to continue working. They gradually regained
their peace of mind, but they felt that their severe experiences at the frontline could not be shared with
those who had not experienced it. After the war, some talked about their experiences and reminded the
public of the importance of peace.

Key words: Demobilization, World War II, Japanese Red Cross, Nurses, Burma



