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An Etymological Consideration of the Japanese Phrases
Sabi, Sain, Sako, and Sakyu

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

Seishu Hanaoka coined several Japanese terms of surgical diseases; sabi (nasal atresia), sain (vaginal
atresia), and sako (anal atresia). However, it had remained unknown as to when and in what writings
those words appeared the first time. I made a careful examination of Hanaoka’s writings and identified
their first appearances in his writings. Although the word sako had been coined in Gujin Yitong in 1557
in China, Seishu is most likely to have coined sako independently because at that time another word,
sato, was widely used in China and Japan. Sain and sako have been used in the current Japanese medical
textbooks. They appear also in the most popular and authoritative Japanese dictionaries Kojien and Nihon
Kokugodaijiten. Gencho Honma, a disciple of Hanaoka, made the word sakyu to describe uterine atresia

in 1859, but it became a dead word later.

Key words: Seishu Hanaoka, Gencho Honma, Sain, Sako, Sakyu



