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Collective Medical Assessment and Dissemination
of Medical Information in Japan, 1887—1890:
Emphasis on Case Reports of Cocaine Local Anesthesia
in Juntendo Medical Journal

Miyoko TSUKISAWA

Juntendo University / Meiji University / M-Study Room for the History of Medicine and Science

In 1884, the first clinical application of cocaine local anesthesia was reported by a Viennese clinician,
Karl Koller. Shortly afterwards, many case reports of toxic reactions to this local anesthesia appeared in
medical journals published in Europe and the United States. Japan, which publicly adopted modern medi-
cine in 1868, was the least modern country, in terms of medical practice, in the 1880s. In Japan, however,
between 1887 and 1890, many clinical applications of general surgery with cocaine local anesthesia were
reported in the Japanese medical journal Juntendo-1ji-Kenkyu-kai Houkoku (Juntendo Medical Journal),
by practitioners from many provincial regions of Japan. These clinical reports discussed the effects and
advantages of cocaine local anesthesia, as well as its side effects. These collective assessments and the
dissemination of medical information were managed by the president of Juntendo-Iji-Kenkyu-kai, Dr.
Susumu Sato, who filled two roles: 1) a mentor in a private hospital rooted in a Edo-era medical sect, and
2) a modern practitioner who underwent advanced medical education in Berlin and Vienna and achieved
a Doctorate in Medicine from Berlin University.

Key words: collective medical assessment, dissemination of medical information,
cocaine local anesthesia, Juntendo Medical Journal, medical practice



