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Bibliography, Appearance, and Contents of Seishu-idan
by Seishu Hanaoka

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

The achievements of Seishu Hanaoka have been studied for a hundred years. In spite of this, the details
of his writings have not been adequately elucidated because there are neither manuscripts in his own
handwriting nor published books. In addition, some of the manuscripts have the same title with different
contents, or different titles with the same contents. This has caused serious confusion. I have meticu-
lously examined the manuscripts of Seishu-idan, and have identified a four-volume manuscript, edited
in 1850, as the most reliable. The reason is that the editor was Gencho Honma, one of Hanaoka’s best
students. Seishu-idan includes many important points concerning the practice of surgery, medical
philosophies, and precautions for using Mafutsusan. My examination clarified that the original manu-
script, which was based on Tada-i-e Inagawa’s transcription of Hanaoka’s oral instructions on surgical
diseases, most likely appeared by 1816. Thereafter, further instructions were added, creating Volumes 2
through 4. In later years, Volumes 2 and 3 have also been titled 7oka-Idan. The manuscripts I examined
are either transcriptions of one of the volumes, or abstracts of Volumes 1, 2, and 4. In order to understand
the details of Hanaoka’s oral instructions, his medical philosophy of medicine, and the general anesthetic
Mafutsusan, it is essential to study the four volumes of Seishu-idan.

Key words: Seishu Hanaoka, Seishuidan, four-volume manuscript, Gencho Honma, Toka-idan



