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The History of American Female Medical Missionaries
in Late 19th-Century Japan

Hiro FUIIMOTO

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, The University of Tokyo

In 1859, American Protestant missions started sending medical missionaries to Japan to spread Chris-
tianity through medical care. Whereas only male medical missionaries were active in the 1860s—70s,
female medical missionaries became engaged in medical work in the 1880s—90s. Historians have argued
that these female physicians failed to influence the Japanese since other missionaries disapproved of their
medical work and the country already had many native physicians. This paper reexamines their activity
by looking at all female medical missionaries who came to Japan during this period. Some worked in
mission schools as school doctors, while others opened dispensaries with the support of Japanese doctors
or assistants.

Key words: medical missionary, female physician, mission school, female medical education



