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Medical History of Spinal Cord Injuries in Wartime Japan:
The Integration of Military Medicine
and Orthopaedic Surgery

Megumi SAKAI

Ritsumeikan University Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences

Most of Japan’s army and navy hospitals became national hospitals after World War II and their
influence has continued today. This paper aims to reveal the role of the Tokyo Provisional First Army
Hospital in the medical history of spinal cord injuries. The Japanese academic specialists in orthopaedics
in the 1930s had already debated about the difficulties of diagnosing spinal cord injuries, and the effec-
tiveness of operations to eliminate excess pressure, nursing care, and operations for the secondary dis-
abilities. In 1937, the Army Ministry of Japan restructured the military medical system, and in this system
severely disabled soldiers, including those with spinal cord injuries, were gathered to the Tokyo Provi-
sional First Army Hospital and major orthopedic surgeons were mobilized there. Not only operations for
paralyzed limbs, but also physical therapy and training for walking were performed actively as a set.
Thus, the Tokyo Provisional First Army Hospital functioned to integrate the orthopaedic spinal cord
medicine from the 1930s and original military medicine developed for spinal cord injuries from the war
experiences.

Key words: spinal cord injury, war injury, military medicine, orthopaedics, medical history



