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The1923 Kanto Great Earthquake and
Women Medical Doctors Who Were Registered
during the Meiji & Taisho Eras (1885 to 1923)

Masakazu FUKUSHIMAD and Keiko FUJITA?

Y Tokatsu Medical & Welfare Center
2 Fujita Clinic

The 1923 Kanto Great Earthquake was a great earthquake of Magnitude 7.9 which reached from
Shizuoka to Chiba-Prefecture. Especially in Tokyo and Yokohama, the earthquake occurred in the time
when people used fire for the preparation of lunch, and therefore both large-scale fires and destruction of
houses occurred at the same time. Furthermore, a whirlwind occurred because of the influence of a
typhoon. The fire spread almost throughout the whole city and many people were crushed or burned to
death. The damage incurred by women medical doctors was as follows: 5 direct deaths (crushed or
burned to death), 82 removals because of house-destruction and fire. Most of them lost many friends,

relatives, patients, and so on.

Key words: 1923 Kanto Great Earthquake, great earthquake in a metropolitan city, crushed or burned
to death, women medical doctors who were registered during the Meiji and Taisho eras



