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A Study on the Appearance of
Seishu Hanaoka’s Yokashinsho and Its Manuscripts

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

Seishu Hanaoka chose not to publish medical textbooks, in part because of the discrepancy he saw
between standardized written advice and the treatment patients actually require. Instead, his writings
were handwritten manuscripts, dictated to and transcribed by his disciples. In Yokashinsho (Essential
Procedures for Traumatic Injuries), the most widely circulated of these manuscripts, Hanaoka describes
his style of surgery and how it developed. He was influenced, he says, by various schools of surgery,
including the one handed down by Caspar Schamberger, a German surgeon assigned to the Dutch trading
post at Dejima, Nagasaki. This indicates that the origin of Yokashinsho does not date back to before 1804,
since that is the year Hanaoka performed a successful breast cancer operation under general anesthesia,
and therefore began establishing his method. Yokashinsho was repeatedly transcribed for half a century,
during which time both the title and the contents changed and evolved. More than 15 different titles with
similar contents have been found; Hanaoka Seishu Sensei Koju, dated 1807, is the earliest, indicating that
the original Yokashinsho was likely transcribed between 1804 and 1807.

Key words: Seishu Hanaoka, Yokashinsho, introduction to general surgery, manuscripts with different titles



