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Otto, the Eldest Son of Mori Ogai,
and His Linkage with Taiwan

WANG Ming-tung

Department of Applied Foreign Languages, National Taiwan University of Science and Technology

Otto was the eldest son of the famous writer Mori Ogai, and was named by his father after the “tiger”
in Saden. Owing to the fame by his father, Otto selected medicine as his career, and graduated from the
Tokyo Imperial University College of Medicine in 1913 and studied in Germany until the spring of 1922,
when his father passed away. Otto then made an important choice for his life; moving to Taiwan to be a
full professor of anatomy at Tihoku Imperial University. Otto took a lot of relics of Mori Ogai with him
to Taiwan in 1936, thereby avoiding possible damage from the fire that occurred in his old house in the
next year. After World War II, Otto stayed for a short period in Taiwan and then was moved back Japan
in 1947. With the help of his former assistant, all the relics of Mori Ogai were sent back to Japan in 1953.
Because of the substantial contributions of Otto, the National Taiwan University College of Medicine
made a bronze statue for him.

Key words: relics of Mori Ogai, Taiwan, Mori Otto



