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War Relief of Japanese Red Cross Nurses
in the Lost Battle of Burma

Yukari KAWAHARA

Japanese Red Cross College of Nursing

This paper aims to reveal changes in the relief support of the Japanese Red Cross relief units dis-
patched to Burma during the Second World War, from the beginning of fighting in Burma to the Japanese
withdrawal. Japanese Red Cross relief units began their relief support when Japan invaded Burma in
February of 1942. Counterattacks by the British, Indian and Chinese armies from December 1942 caused
an increase in the number of patients. There were also many cases of malnutrition and malaria due to the
extreme shortage of medical supplies as a result of the Battle of Imphal, which began in March of 1944.
Bomb raids became even more intense after the battle ended in July 1944, and patients were carried into
bomb shelters and caves on a daily basis. Just prior to invasion by enemy troops, they were ordered to
evacuate to neighboring Thailand. Nurses from the Wakayama group hid their identity as members of the
Red Cross and evacuated, with 15 out of 23 dying or being reported missing in action.

Key words: Burma War, Withdrawal of War, Japanese Red Cross, Wartime relief support, Nursing



