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The Red Cross System for War Relief
during the Second World War and
Actual Conditions of Its Efforts in Burma

Yukari KAWAHARA

Japanese Red Cross College of Nursing

This paper aims to show the system for relief provided by the Japanese Red Cross relief units during
the Second World War, as well as the actual activities of sixteen of its relief units dispatched to Burma.
The Red Cross wartime relief efforts involved using personnel and funding prepared beforehand to pro-
vide aid to those injured in war, regardless of their status as ally or enemy. Thus they were able to receive
support from the army in order to ensure safety and provide supplies. Nurses dispatched to Burma took
care of many patients who suffered from malnutrition and physical injuries amidst the outbreak of infec-
tious diseases typical of tropical areas, without sufficient replacement members. Base hospitals not meant
for the front lines also came under attack, and the nurses’ lives were thus in mortal danger. Of the 374

original members, 29 died or went missing in action.

Key words: Burma War, Japanese Red Cross Society, Nursing, System



