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This paper presents a history of German psychiatry in the 20th century based on the latest studies. It
describes the establishment of psychiatry since the late 19th century in medicine and society, the correla-
tion between psychiatry and medicine on the one hand and politics and society on the other hand,and the
results in the NS-regime—compulsory sterilization and euthanasia of patients. Further, it sketches how
psychiatry was conducted and how the people confronted it with and dealt with it in the past and through
the process of the psychiatric reform. Finally this paper shows that these efforts in the FRG also provided
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