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Dissemination of Anatomical Human Body Images
to Common People at the Beginning
of the Meiji Era in Japan:
Analysis of Illustrations of Human Viscera in

the ‘Questions and Answers Concerning Human Body’ Textbooks

Miyoko TSUKISAWA

Department of History of Medicine, School of Medicine, Juntendo University, Tokyo

In this paper, we analyse a collection of elementary school textbooks from the beginning of the Meiji
era (1868—1912)—shortly after Japan had signed trade agreements with the U.S.A. and some European
countries—in order to investigate the dissemination of a westernised anatomical image of human viscera
to common Japanese people. These textbooks were titled ‘Questions and Answers Concerning the Human
Body’. We established that from the 46 books that were published between 1875 and 1877, 31 books had
‘questions and answers’ concerning human viscera; 26 out of these 46 books contained anatomical illustra-
tions of the human viscera. The original sources of these anatomical illustrations, which the authors of the
textbooks had copied and printed, were very limited. The authors of the prints rarely consulted anatomical
books of that time that were published for professional use; they mostly consulted and copied from an
anatomical illustration printed in Bunsai Ueda’s textbook, ‘Questions and Answers Concerning the Human
Body’. Bunsai’s anatomical illustration of the human viscera was, in a sense, ‘original’ because his painter
made a preliminary sketch by combining two anatomical illustrations from Johnston’s anatomical charts,
which were imported. This illustration played an important role in the dissemination of the westernised
anatomical image of human viscera to the common people across Japan during that time.

Key words: ‘Questions and Answers Concerning the Human Body’ textbooks, anatomical illustration,
dissemination of the body image, common people, Meiji-era



