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The Life and Publications of Daniel Sennert
(1572-1637)

Tatsuo SAKAI and Tadashi SAWAI

Department of Anatomy and Life Structure, Graduate School of Medicine, Juntendo University, Tokyo

Daniel Sennert (1572—-1637) was professor at the University of Wittenberg, Germany in the early 17th
century. His life and publications were documented on the basis of the collection of biographical docu-
ments up to his time and on catalogs in the principal libraries in the world. The activities of Sennert after
inauguration as professor in 1602 divided into 3 periods, including the first period until publication of
“Institutiones medicae libri V” in 1611, the second period until the three major publications in 1618-19,
and the third period with publication of the 6 volumes of “Practicac medicae” in 1628-35 until his death
in 1637. “Institutiones medicae libri V”* and the related publications provided the physical basis of his
medical theories, and “Practicae medicae” enumerated all the known diseases as antecedents of nosological
classification in the 18th century.

Key words: Daniel Sennert, medical theory (medica theoretica), physical science (physica),
medical practice (medica practica)



