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Kanbyo Kokoroegusa, Edited by Tashiro Motonori (1874):
Analysis and Significance of the First Translated
Nursing Text of the Meiji Era

Machiko HIRAO

Department of History of Medicine, School of Medicine, Juntendo University, Tokyo

Kanbyo Kokoroegusa (Notes on Experiences with Nursing) (1874) is known as the first text on nursing
that appeared in the Meiji Era in Japan. Although it was long believed that the original text was no longer
extant, recent research has discovered that the text has been kept at the National Diet Library. According
to the record by Tashiro Motonori (1839—1898), who was a student of Ogata Koan at Tekijuku in Osaka
and who later studied Western medicine at the shogunate institute of medicine in Edo, Kanbyo
Kokoroegusa was published as a supplement to the fifth volume of the Bun’en zasshi, the first medical
journal issued in Japan. The examination of the text has revealed that it was a translation of “Directions for
Nurses,” the 49" chapter of 4 Treatise on Anatomy, Physiology, and Hygiene by Calvin Cutter (1852). This
discovery reinforces the significance of Tekijuku and the shogunate institute of medicine for the history of
nursing in Japan, especially from the viewpoint of introducing the modern idea of nursing science.

Key words: History of Nursing, Kanbyo Kokoroegusa, Tashiro Motonori, Translated nursing text,
Meiji Era



