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Clinical Education in the Edo Medical School (Igakkan)

Senjuro MACHI

Nishogakusha University

Clinical education based on treatment given to patients was conducted at the Edo Medical School
(Igakkan) before the Bakufu assumed its control. However, its goal changed after the /gakkan came under
direct control of the authorities. Its new objective was that students acquire a sufficient amount of bedside
experience by providing help and relief to Edo city commoners and taking part in the treatment of court
officials. During the reorganization process of the Kansei period, administrators, their direct assistants and
sub-assistants were appointed as official teachers and each teacher’s role was clearly established. Medical
examinations were conducted on every day ending in 3 or 8, and subsequent visits were held mostly on
every day of the month ending in 8. For the first visit, amongst the numerous students (kobushin-ishi,
omemieishi) who conducted the clinical exams, those who gave the most appropriate diagnoses were put
in charge of the treatment. The patients were erased from the medical records 2 years after their first visit.
As for the prescriptions given, there is a strong possibility that Taki Motoyasu’s Kanjuhoyoho was used as
a model.
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