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Dissemination of Medical Information in Japan
during the 1870s:
The Satsuma Rebellion, Cholera Epidemic and
Dissemination of Information about
the Hypodermic Injection Method

Miyoko TSUKISAWA

Department of History of Medicine, School of Medicine, Juntendo University, Tokyo

We analysed the historical process regarding how information about the hypodermic injection method
was disseminated in the medical field in Japan. For this purpose, we examined clinical trial reports on
cholera patients obtained from Osaka Army Temporary Hospital during the Satsuma Rebellion in 1877. In
this hospital, Japanese physicians and surgeons, on the basis of trial and error, used the hypodermic injec-
tion method to administer various medicines to wounded and infected soldiers. In contrast, in representa-
tive hospitals in Tokyo, Japan, during peacetime, physicians administered medicines using this method and
strictly adhered to the known directions for each medicine. The following factors facilitated the dissemina-
tion of information on the hypodermic injection method in Japan; the cholera epidemic which was charac-
terized by severe vomiting, the recommendation of Erwin von Bélz, Professor of Internal Medicine in
Tokyo University’s Medical Faculty, and the clinical practice using the medical technology assessment by
a Japanese physician, Toyo Sasaki, in the aforementioned army temporary hospital.

Key words: medical information, medical technology assessment, hypodermic injection method,
cholera epidemic, Satsuma Rebellion



