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Dr. Michiharu Matsuoka, Founder of the Department
of Orthopaedic Surgery, Kyoto University,

and His Achievements
(Part 7: The Academic Carrier of Dr. Michiharu Matsuoka
— From Elementary School to the Graduate School, Imperial University of Tokyo)

Hayato HIROTANI

Kyoto City

The background of the higher education of Dr. Michiharu Matsuoka shown on the official résumé was
disclosed by Dr. Kazuo Naito in 1986, but the courses of the elementary and secondary schools were not
described in it. In regard to his lower educational courses, the author referred to the laws and regulations
issued by the Ministry of Education of the Japan Government and the Yamaguchi Prefectural Office. Those
were often revised with times. The author presumed the elementary school (Murozumi Primary School [the
first established primary school at the birthplace; Murozumi, Hikari-City, Yamaguchi Prefecture]) and
middle schools (Prefectural Yamaguchi Middle School and Yamaguchi High School) to which he had been
admitted. These presumptions were made to explain his whole educational course without unreasonable-
ness. After finishing the first school year of the Yamaguchi High School, he was transferred to the Preparatory
Course of the Yamaguchi Higher School (Yamaguchi Koté Chugakkd, Yoka), because of the amendment
of the educational system. Then he was transferred to the Preparatory Course of the Daisan Higher School
(Daisan Koté Chugakko, Yoka), and to the Preparatory Course of Daiichi Higher School (Daiichi Koto
Chugakkd, Yoka). After his graduation from the Regular Course of the Daiichi Higher School (Daiichi
Kotd Chugakko, Honka), he was admitted to the Medical College of the Imperial University from which
he graduated in 1897. In addition, he was a medical student of the Graduate School of the Imperial
University of Tokyo just before he left Japan for studying abroad. The whole academic carrier of Dr.
Matsuoka is not only clearly clarified, but it is also indicated that he was one of the successful examples
of the educational system proposed by Yamaguchi Prefecture in Meiji era which articulated the local
primary and middle schools with the Imperial University of Tokyo.

Key words: History of Orthopaedic Surgery, Michiharu Matsuoka, Educational system in Meiji era,

Education of Yamaguchi Prefecture



