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Acute Infectious Diseases in Occupied Japan

Seiji TANAKA, Satoru SUGITA,
Takako MORIYAMA, and Eiji MARUI

Japan's health statistics system, considered among the best in the world today, continually
complies and organizes information about various infectious diseases. However, systematic sur-
veillance was not conducted by the Ministry of Health and Welfare between World War II and
the postwar period, creating a gap in health data. In contrast, the GHQ/SCAP/PHW, which
was closely involved in health and medical reform during the Occupation, thoroughly investi-
gated the health conditions of the Japanese people during this period. This article describes
the trends in acute infectious diseases in Occupied Japan by using statistical records listed in
the appendices of the “Weekly Bulletin,” an official document of the GHQ/SCAP that is cur-
rently kept in the National Diet Library Modern Japanese Political History Materials Room.



