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On General Pathology in the “Carakasamhita”
— Translation and Discussion of Carakasamhita 2.1.1-15 —

Tsutomu YAMASHITA

The Carakasamhita is one of the major treatises of Indian traditional medicine (Ayurveda).
The second volume (Nidanasthana) of this treatise deals with pathogenesis and pathology of
eight diseases. The beginning part of this volume, namely sections 1st to 15th in the first chap-
ter, gives an account of general pathology. The definitions of five technical terms of pathology,
which are used also in diagnostics, are found in this part. Although the description in this part
is succinct and simple, it indicates a general outline of the oldest pathology of Indian tradition-
al medicine. In this paper, I will show a literal translation of the original Sanskrit text of this
part and add translator's notes according to the readings presented by the two commentators,
Cakrapanidatta (11th century) and Gangadhara (19th century).



