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Legitimation of Andries van Wesele, Andreas Vesalius’s Father,
by the Holy Roman Emperor Charles the Fifth

Hyonosuke 1ZUMI

Andries van Wesele, Andreas Vesalius’'s father and a court pharmacist of the Holy Roman
Emperor Charles the fifth, was an illegitimate son of Everard van Wesele, a court physician of
the Hapsburgs. In the year of 1531, Andries was legitimated by the Emperor. The legitimation
letter was written in French. The author tried to translate and analyze the letter.

By this legitimation, not only Andries himself was legitimated but also his successors were
approved to succeed Andries. By this letter, Andreas Vesalius obtained his position as a
hereditary member of a family serving the court of the Hapsburgs, and as a result, he started
his career as a physician of the court.



