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The Youth of Dr. Hiizu MIY AKE and His Acquaintance

with Teachers and Friends
Kyounosuke SASAKI

As the great-grandson of Miyake Hiizu, through the introduction from my grandmother
Kikuwo, his fourth daughter, I was invited to present a special invited lecture (with the same
title as this paper) at the 106th General Meeting of the Japan Society of Medical History. This
paper is based on that lecture.Hiizu was born in 1848 as the eldest son of Miyake Gonsai and
was given the name of Fukuichi. From an early age, in accord with Gonsai's ambitious educa-
tional plans, he studied English, physics, medicine, and science. In 1863, at the age of fifteen, he
visited Europe as a member of the European Mission. The photograph of him taken in front of
the Sphinx is famous. Hedied in 1938 at the age of ninety.This paper discusses such matters as
the social environment in which he lived during his boyhood, the process of his education, his
friends and acquaintances, and his studies and life after the Meiji Restoration of 1868. I discuss
Hiizu as an individual and his circumstances by drawing from materials provided by a relative
Miura Yoshiaki, various types of reference materials, and my own information as his great-
grandson. I have also appended an abbreviated personal chronology and a genealogy that I
have worked up.



