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Prof. Michiharu Matsuoka, Founder of the Department
of Orthopaedic Surgery, Kyoto University, and His
Achievements in Orthopaedic Surgery in the Meiji Era of Japan
(Part 1: Establishment of the Department)

Hayato HIROTANI

The Department of Orthopaedic and Musculoskeletal Surgery, Graduate School of Medicine,
Kyoto University (formerly the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Kyoto Medical School,
Kyoto Imperial University) was founded by Imperial Ordinance, Article No. 89 issued on April
23, 1906. On May 4, 1906, Dr. Shinichiro Asahara, Assistant Professor of the Department of
Surgery, was appointed as the first director of the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Kyoto
Medical School, Kyoto Imperial University. Dr. Michiharu Matsuoka, Assistant Doctor of the
Department of Surgery, Tokyo Medical School, Imperial University of Tokyo, was appointed
as Assistant Professor of Surgery, Kyoto Medical School, Kyoto Imperial University in March
1901. From August 1903 to May 1906, he studied orthopaedic surgery in Germany and
returned on May 5, 1906. Dr. Matsuoka was appointed as the director and chief of the
Department on May 13, 1906 and took over Dr. Asahara's position. On June 18, 1906, Dr.
Matsuoka started his clinic and began giving lectures on orthopaedic surgery. This was the
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first department of orthopaedic surgery among the Japanese medical schools. Dr. Matsuoka
was appointed as Professor in 1907. He had to overcome several obstacles to establish the
medical department of a new discipline that had never existed in Japanese medical schools.
This article discusses Dr. Matsuoka's contributions to establishing and developing orthopaedic
surgery in Japan in the Meiji-era.



