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Laurentius on Anatomy

Tadashi SAWAI and Tatsuo SAKAI

Andreas Laurentius wrote Opera anatomica (1593) and Historia anatomica (1600). These
books were composed of two types of chapters; ‘historia’ and ‘quaestio’. His description is
not original, but taken from other anatomists. ‘Historia’ describes the structure, action and
usefulness of the body parts clarified after dissection. ‘Quaestio’ treats those questions which
could not be solved only by dissection. Laurentius cited many previous contradicting inter-
pretations to these questions, and choose a best interpretation for the individual questions.
In most cases, Laurentius preferred Galen’s view. Historia anatomica retained almost all the
‘historia’ and ‘quaestio’ from Opera anatomica, and added some new ‘historia’ and ‘quaestio’,
especially in regard to the components of the body, such as ligaments, membranes, vessels,
nerves and glands. Other new ‘historia’ and ‘quaestio’ in Historia anatomica concerned
several topics on anatomy in general to comprehensively analyze the history of anatomy,
methods of anatomy, and usefulness of anatomy. Historia anatomica reviewed what was
anatomy by describing in ‘historia’ what was known and in ‘quaestio’ what was unresolved.
Till now Laurentius’s anatomical works have attracted little attention because his descrip-
tion contained few original findings and depended on previous books. However, the impor-
tant fact that Historia anatomica was very popular in the 17th century tells us that people
needed the non-original and handbook style of this textbook. Historia anatomica is important
for further research on the propagation of anatomical knowledge from professional anato-
mists to non-professionals in the 17th century.



