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French Physicians in Government-Sponsored Industrial
Enterprises During the Meiji Era
——Establishment of the Medical Service System——

Taiichi SUNAGA

It is well known that the Meiji government introduced many advanced technological
processes from the West in an effort to promote industrial development in Japan. In support
of this effort, a number of foreign engineers (known as “Oyatoi”) were invited here. As a
result of the close relationship between Japan and France that had existed since the last days
of the Tokugawa Shougunate, French engineering expertise was integral in the establish-
ment of a number of government industrial enterprises‘ including the Yokosuka Shipyard, the
Yokohama Plant, the Ikuno Mine, and the Tomioka Filature. From the beginning, French
physicians were hired at these institutions to provide health care for the engineers. This is
thought to be the forerunner of modern Japanese industrial health care system. By reviewing
their records, I was able to form some idea of the influence of activities these doctors were
engaged in.



