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NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH TOKYO
INTERIM REPORT OF THE INVESTIGATION

into IWAGASAKI-MACHI Accident (Miyagi Prefecture)
Results observed during 36 days March 5th-Apr. 10th, 49
) by Ken Yanagisawa, N.LH.,

(1) Examination of the pertussis vaccine used:
The Pertussis vaccine understood to have caused the trouble was one Preparered by the Kitasato
Institute bearing the lot number 192, manufactured on October 9th, 1948.
Result of examinations so far obtained are tabulated as follows:

Serial Amount Ph | Sterility | Presence |Growth of| Biological
number of contained test of acid | acid-fast test on
the vials (cc) fast bac. | bac. by | guineapigs
undergone in direct | culturing
examination smear of | (5/1II-
sediment | 10/1V)
i Received | Sealed 20 5.2 — — —
on Feb. | original
2 27.1949 | vials 20 | 52 _
3 20 5.2 — = =
4 Remain- 0.5 5.4 — —
5 der o.f the 0.8 59 — —
vaccin
6 after 0.6 | 5.6 Positive —
7 use 0.3 | 5.2 — —
8 0.5 5.4 == =
9 Received 2.95 5.4 — —
on
ol — =
1 March Qeln ¢
11 12 0.2 6.2 — —
12 1.93 5.8 — —
13 0.4 6 = =
14 0.3 5.8 — —
15 0.65 5.8 o —
16 0.3 5.8 = =
17 1 6 — =
18 0.4 5.6 — —
19 0.2 5.6 — =
20 0.5 5.4 — —
21 0.25 5.6 — —
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The Tuberculosis Outbreak Due to Whooping Cough Inoculation at
Iwagasaki-machi in 1949

Mikio WATANABE

Due to pertussis inoculation, 65 infants were accidentally infected by tuberculosis in
Iwagasaki-machi, Miyagi Prefecture in 1949. The GHQ/SCAP record on Tuberculosis Iwa-
gasaki documented the details of this affair and the clinical reports about the victims, and
they were the first to be treated by Streptomycine in Japan. The following three causes of
mycobacterium tuberculosis contamination due to pertussis vaccine were considered, but no
conclusive solution was decided. 1) Adulteration by manufacturer. 2) Carelessness of doctor.
3) Adulteration by a third person for unknown reason. The Japanese official records do not
provide extensive information about it, except for the medical articles of Kosankinkenkyu-
zasshi (Sendai). The parents of the 65 victims, including 2 dead infants, had accused the
governmental official administrator of the responsibility for reparation of the accidental
inoculation, but they dropped the case against the government 5 years later. There is no
detailed record about the judicial aspects of this incident.



