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/NS AR REZER
1931 810 1.73 453 3.31
1932 811 2.22 500 6.60
1933 884 2.37 751 5.99
1934 2194 1.73 1008 4.56
1935 3733 2.76 1143 5.24
1936 3838 3.60 1212 6.52
1937 4783 2.11 1338 5.98
1938 5025 3.44 1391 5.17
1939 5675 4.72 1453 6.26
1940 6136 4.79 1533 6.65
1941 5969 7.24 1783 7.74
1942 5887 6.56 1883 8.81
1943 5575 7.15 2009 8.11
1944 5407 7.61 1851 12.26
1945 4416 21.08 1478 22.53
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A Study on the Measures against Hansen’s Disease during the Colonial Korea
LU Hong Mei

In order to evaluate the measures taken against Hansen’s diseases during the colonial era
in Korea, from 1910-1945, I analyzed both Korean and Japanese materials and carried out
field research. The Korean government-general established a hospital in 1916 and executed
measures against Hansen’s disease. These efforts can be divided into three periods. At first
they started as a part of colonial policy. Then, in the middle period, with the change of
Japanese policy on Hansen’s disease, a Korean association was established and the Hansen’s
Disease Prevention Act was issued in Korea, aiming at the compulsory isolation of lepers.
In the later period, during the war, the inmates were forced into an extremely severe
environment and deprived of their human rights. My study shows that their policies changed
greatly with the passage of time. Though they started them to relieve the suffering of the
lepers in the beginning, they turned to be compulsory isolation of the patients in the later
period and to the violation of their human rights.



