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The Records and Legacy of the Ming Physician Hu Zhaoxin
During His Stay in Japan
His Activities in Nagasaki 1803-1805
GUO Xiumei

Medical exchange between China and Japan has a long history, dating from the time of the
diplomatic missions from Japan to the Sui dynasty around the year 600, although studies to date
have not adequately taken up the exchanges in the various periods since that time. The current study
focuses on the interaction during the late Edo period, an area that has been neglected in favor of
studies of Dutch-Japanese interaction, and brings to light the legacy in Japan of the Ming physician
Hu Zhaoxin (#Jk#r) who came to Japan at the request of the Tokugawa Bakufu government. My
conclusion is that Hu Zhaoxin played a significant role in the history of Sino-Japanese interaction.

No focused study of Hu Zhaoxin has yet been done in either China or Japan. The author collected
and studied the prescriptions, the records of responses to questions and written exchanges with
official bakufu physicians, correspondence, poetry, and works of Hu Zhaoxin that have been preser-
ved in various locations, and clarified the activities and legacy of Hu Zhaoxin while he was in
Nagasaki. This is the first detailed study to be made of Hu Zhaoxin.



