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Research on “Henjaku Soukou Retsuden Katsukai”:
The Asais, Who Were Descendents of the Author, and
Their Marginal Notes in the Conserved Copies

Kouya MIYAKAWA

Asai Tonan, who wrote “Henjaku Soukou Retsuden Katsukai” in the middle of the Edo
period as a commentary on “Bianque Canggong Liezhuang” of “Shiji,” belongs to the fifth
generation of the family of military surgeons of the Owarihan (Tokugawa Clan of Owari
Province). His commentary is historically very important.

I researched 32 copies of “Henjaku Soukou Retsuden Katsukai,” conserved in public and
private libraries all over the country, and found many marginal notes from 8 copies. Especially,
it is valuable that the notes include those written by Asai Masayoshi, of the seventh generation,
Asai Masashige of, the eighth generation, and Asai Masatoshi, of the ninth generation. It proves
that the Asais, the descendants of the author Asai Tonan, esteemed their ancestor’s work. The
research of these notes might explain “Bianque Canggong Liezhuang” as well as the research of
“Henjaku Soukou Retsuden Katsukai” itself does.



