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The Genealogy and Graveyard of Sajibei Imose’s Family
in Relation to Seishu Hanaoka’s Wife Ka-e

Akitomo MATSUKI, M.D.

No study has been done on the genealogy of the family of Seishu Hanaoka’s wife Ka-e. She
was from the Sajibei branch of the Imoses of Nate Ichiba, Naka town. No direct descendents
from the branch could be tracked down and the burial records of the family had been lost in a
fire at their family temple An-yo-ji. Therefore I made a field survey of the family’s graveyard at
Nate-Ichiba, located at a hill called Shiroyama, only seven hundred meter south of the birth place
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of Seishu Hanaoka. There are three graveyards of the Imoses and that of the Sajibei branch is
at the east side of the hill. A total number of seventeen tombs and a small stone lantern are found
and most of the inscribed words are difficult to decipher because of long exposure to the weather.

The oldest tomb of “Meihaku Ju-o Koji” is for Sajibei Imose, who died onAugust 7 th, 1706
and is presumed to be the first Sajibei of the family. A gentleman named “Toshi-shige” who
passed away on January 9,1730 would be the second Sajibei. The remaining fifteen family
members are difficult to identify, particularly in relation to other members.

According to an Imose family tradition, Ka-e was regarded as the daughter of the third
Sajibei for a long time, however, there is no definite proof to clarify this according to this survey.
The tombs have been heavily damaged by weather and inscriptions on the stones would have
worn away within several decades. In this sense this paper has significance.



