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A Genealogical Study of Seishu Hanaoka

—from a Survey of the Kawabatas and Yanagawas of Kainan city—

by Akitomo MATSUKI

Neither the birth date of Seishu Hanaoka’s third daughter nor her death date was known to us,
although several studies by Shuzo Kure and Keizo Mori suggested with ambiguity that she had married
Rokuemon Shigenobu Kawabata of Kuro-e, presently in Kainan city, Wakayama prefecture.

To clarify when she was born and several related facts the author made a detailed survey of the
genealogies of the Kawabatas and their relatives the Yanagawas as the descendants of both families are
still living in Kainan city.
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According to the survey the following facts have been clarified. The name of Seishu Hanaoka’s
third daughter was O-ei and she married Rokuzaemon Motonobu Kawabata in about 1823 and they had
four children; a son and three daughters. She died at the age of 28 years on May 27th, 1834. Her
posthumous name was Shaku-josho-in-myojo (FUHHEEH).

The youngest daughter of Rokuzaemon and O-ei was named Moto. She married Shintaro Yanag-
awa, the sixth Heibei of the Yanagawas. In the family tree scroll of the Yanagawas, it reads that Moto
from Rokuzaemon Shigenobu Kawabata married into the Yanagawas. The given name of Rokuemon
Shigenobu above mentioned is incorrect and it should be Rokuzaemon Motonobu. In the scroll, it reads,
“Kusuno, the wife of the seventh Heibei of the Yanagawas was from the Hanaokas” However, this

description is also incorrect and Kusuno was from the Ikedas.



