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The Death Dates of Seishu Hanaoka’s Three Patients with Breast
Cancer Identified by Jizoji’s Burial Records.

by Akitomo MATSUKI

Almost all the death dates of about 150 patients with breast cancer who underwent Seishu Hanaoka’s
surgical treatment remain unclarified, except for Kan Aiya, who died on Feb 23, 1805 and the wife of
Genseki Katsumata, who passed away on June 23, 1812.

In 1997 I made a detailed survey of two volumes of the burial records of Jizoji’s temple of Nakacho,
Wakayama-prefecture and found the posthumous names and death dates of three patients whose names
are found in “Nyugan-Seimei-Roku” (The Name Lists of Patients with Breast Cancer) in the last page on the
volume two.

They are : 1) Mikita’s younger sister, who died on Oct. 8, 1829, 2) Teiseki Matsubara’s wife, who
died on April 12, 1831,and 3) Yoshisuke’s wife, who passed away on April 17, 1831. According to these
dates, estimated periods between surgery and death were 38 days for Mikita’s sister, 1 year 1 month and
9 days for Matsubara’s wife and only two days for Yoshisuke’s wife.

The death dates of five patients out of about 150 female patients whose names appeared in the
“Nyugan-Seimei-Roku” have been confirmed so far.
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