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The Japanese Conception of “Nerve” before the Publication
of the “Kaitai-shinsho.”

by Noriaki MATSUMURA

Throughout the Edo period, the Japanese avidly continued importing European medical knowledge,
mainly through trade between Japan and the Netherlands, and Japanese medicine changed greatly. But
this change occurred not only in knowledge but also in the conceptual system.

In this study, the author considered how the concept of “nerve” was understood by Japanese surgeons
before the “Kaitai-shinsho,” examining the usages of the corresponding Japanese words, and clarified
that, especially concerning this concept, the Japanese surgeons were greatly influenced by Oriental
medical thought when they tried to understand Western medical knowledge.

398

(98)



