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Government Supplementary Medical Course Aimed at the Improvement of

Knowledge of Preventive Medicine and Hygiene for Medical Practitioners

by Tatsushi ISHIZAKI

In the Meiji Era, the improvement of knowledge of preventive medicine and hygiene among medical
practitioners through out all of Japan was needed by the government.

A supplementary medical course was started in 1890, and nine courses were finished by 1893. It was
revised in 1892, when its duration was extended from twelve weeks to four months, its number of students
was increased from 30 to 50, and its lectures and training were revised. This course was opened at the

(49)

medical college of the Imperial University of Tokyo.

This course consisted of lectures and training in legal medicine, psychiatry, hygienic medicine,
patho-anatomy, toxicology and bacteriology.

There were two categories of students selected ; one was persons selected by prefectural recommen-
dation and the other was the successful candidates of the entrance examination.

In the teaching, during weekdays, main lectures in above-mentioned subjects were held in the
morning, and clinical visits were made in the afternoon.

Five controllers were officially appointed by the College from among the students in order to manage
the course.

At the end of the course, final examinations were held. Then two types of certificates were issued %



by the College ; one was a certification of graduation from the whole course and the other certified success

in the final examinations.
At the end, a souvenir picture of all professors and students was taken, and then a testimonial dinner

was given by the students.
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