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NorthAmericanVaccinationabovethe49thParallel

JohnW.R.Mclntvre

SmallpoxwasanepidemicdiseaseofmajorpublichealthsignificanceinCanadauntilitsdisappear-

ancebyaboutl946.Thisreportbeginsbydescribingthediffusionofsmallpoxinthelandmassnorthof

the49thparallel,andtheprogressofvaccinators,andfinallythereisanaccountofeffortstoproduce,and

delivertovaccinators,aneffective,uncontaminated,andcheapvaccine.

Duringthel6thandl7thcenturies,thenative(indigenous)populationsofNorthAmericawereravaged

byintermittentsmallpoxinfectionsandepidemicsbroughtbyEuropeancoloniserswhothemselves

sometimedied.Atthattimeandalmostacenturylater,thecolonizingpopulationwasconcentratedon

theeastern,inQuebec,andtheeasternpartofwhatisnowcalledOntario"

MovingwcstwardthefirstexplorationgroupbreachedtheRockyMountainstoreachthePacific

Oceaninl793,justafewyearsbeforeEdwardJenner'sfirstbook.

Smallpoxdiffusedalongtradinghuntingandexplorationroutesencouragedbythedevelopmentof

fortsprimitivesettlementsandlargeunsanitarycentresofpopulationinacountrythatwasstillsparsely

populatedapproximately75yearspost-Jenner.
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Thereweretwootherroutesofentryforthedisease.TradingvesselsandsettlersfromRussiaand

ChinareachedthewestcoastandAlaska.TheSpaniard'svoyagednorthfromtheirsettlementsinwhat

is'1owCalifornia.Howeverthereisalachofhistoricalevidencetosupportahypothesisthateitherof

theseroutesplayedanimportantroleforvaccinationinCanada.

Itwasnotuntill879thattheNationalVaccineEstablishment(NVE)developedtheanimalVaccine

EstablishmentsoitisprobablyfromtheNVEthattheHudson'sBayCoyobtaineditssupplyintheearlier

partofthel9thcentury.Whatevermethodwasemployed,transporttooracrossCanadawassometimes

unsatisfactoryandthereseemstohavebeenworldwideuncertaintyregardingthebestmethod.In

Canada,asinotherpartsoftheworld,serialvaccinationoftravellel-sseemstohavebeenanimportant

earlvmethod. （
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